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(f) When I was shown this picture, it stunned me. I s^hink anyone would get 
stunned. If some people are particular about words, they should have noticed something 
from the content of this story. This story’ should have been named “Shitakirare 
Suzume” (Sparrow whose tongue >was cut) instead of “Shitakiri Suzume” (Sparrow who 
cut the tongue). The latter sounds like the sparrow committed'the crime. In “Jack 
The Ripper,” Jack was the name of the criminal and not the name of the victims. 
There is not much blood shed but the uniqueness of imagination shines. However, 
to select this title for this cruel picture, I am amazed with his intelligence. It’s 
probably coincidental but the kanji “Suzume” (Sparrow) is also read “Jaku”. The 
sparrow might say “I’m the Japanese Jack The Ripper.” ^ ^ 
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Shitakiri Suzume & 
A Girl Who is Acting,Tough 
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@ There are girls that tremble with fear when they hear the word“Hebi shojyo” 
=(Snake girl). This term has become^ a., fearful noun. Kazuo Umezu is really 
amazing. I heard Mr. Maruo made big fun of him, so do I. “lara” and “Retsuganki” 
(The devil who wished intensively) has passed the limits of taste in comics. I have 
read the “Hyoryu Ky6shitsu”(the drifting classroom) over ten times. These days, I 
really like “Kami no Hidarite, Akuma no Migite”(God’s left hand. Devil’s right 
hand). How can he think up such absurd stories. That’s why I was worried about 
putting Kazuo Umezu’s world on canvas. However, Suehiro Maruo is not an ordinary 
person. He had painted a new kind of horror based on the original. It’s difficult tg 
remake it without parody. 
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® This scene is adopted from one of my essays. Today the word sanitary exposition 
became a dead word. It was an exposition that displayed things like wax models 
of genitals, pictures of dead women who were raped. And other grotesque stuff 
hiding behind the popularisation of sanitary beliefs. I remember I looked a't these 
things fearfully when I was a child. I was strongly impressed by the pictures of a 
child’s dead body which was in a suitcase. I wrote this essay 'based .upon this vivid 
memory. The plot of this story was that the main character was gazing at a body 
of a handsome boy who was in a suitcase-believing it was a wax figure but it was 
actually a real dead body. Since the picture he had drawn was exactly that of the 
image I had in my mind so it scared me. It- could only be said that this is a great 
joy as an author, to find that my exact image can be found in a real picture. 



tc 

Li 

tc 

1fr 

m 

0 


m 

X 

=F 









a 

m 




<D 

& 


± 






ts 

ti 



tc 

W 


0) 

1 



h 

(D 

fA 

m 






4 

m 

I 


- 

> 

M 

f5J 

s 

m 


— 


tc 


Sr 


- 

Sc 

Ip 




X 


L 

» 

tc 

=F 


4 


X 

0) 



tc 


/ 


H 


(D 

D 

X 


X 


<D 

m 


a 





l/c 

i 

5E 


fF 

•3 

m 

m 



m 


tc 


VI 



c 

M 

t. 

tc 

0 

■± 


tl 

m 




tc 

Hi 

ti 

k 

5 


h 

0 



L 

4 



0 

S 

0 

t)'> 

0 

X 

> 


isi 

'J' 

m 

tc 

ti 



0 

Si 




tc 

n 


:6' 

« 

m 

A 

in 

•T 




K 


» 


* 

m 

ti 





ffi 




m 

tl 


tk 

L 


1 

A 

X 


S 

■c 


i? 

M 

ft 

9 

1C 

< 


L 

tc 

X 


L 

tl 


X 

k 

6 

0 

■r 

tc 


\f>> 

iw 


1. 


4 


ts. 

i i 

« Sr 
^ 4 
#) t 
<D K 


^ $ 

St tc 

t: 


tc tSi 

° oy -z) 

n ^ r 

tc L 

Ep ^ t 

M M ^ 




1:25 3 


I 



















$ 



® 


* 


it 




'A 

- 



1 




ti 

tl 

-c 


A 


n 

tc 


4 



:fL 

■A. 







3 


<D 

tc 


■r 


H 

ni 

m 

(t> 

m 


6 

1 

tc 


< 

+ 

X 




« 

tb 

A 


m 

< 

J: 



€ 

L 



< 

m 


<D 


t 

± 


ti 

W 


W 

X 

i± 

t 


■Bl 



CD 

A 

s 

5 

(D 



K 

m 


5 

A 

1^ 


>f 


1 


1^ 


D 

‘.y 

'A 

}V 


I 

§. 

X. 



•r 



% 



fSi 

> 

Si 



m 

/ 

L 

(D 

#, 



* 

1 


s't' 

m 

K 

ft 

a 




li 

0) 



1 




m. 


li 

° 


t 


ja 

f€ 

m 

c 


6 





CD" 



in 



i 

SI 


fc 


A 

CD 


IX 



t 

5E 


© 


<D 





W 


tc 

5 




0 




S 

m 


ii 



m 

ii 


Vi 



Id 

¥ 

?E 


5 




w 

m 

A 


^3 

4 

H 


@g 




m 

* 

h 

\ 



3 

Jll^ 

l/c 


± 






tc- 

L 

?E 

L 




■c 

A 

tc 




1 

li 

•7 

W. 



m 

L 

1C 

•; 

m 




t 






ji 


V 






(g) From 1919 to 1924' in Hannover, Germany, there were successive murders that 
occured which held this town in terror. The number of victims totalled twenty-eight. 
All were handsome young men. The murderer was Fritz Hahlman, who was a 
typical homosexual. He killed his victims by Ijitting their throats open. He, chopped 
up the bodies of these young men that he had killed and he was actually selling 
their remains saying that they were pork. People called him “the human meat factory” 
or “modern time vampire” and feared him greatly. He feft his name on the list of 
history of criminals. I don’t think I need to explain anymore. This picture tells the, 
whole story down to the smallest details. I was impressed by the picture. But more 
than that, I was impressed by* the copy above it. It captured Hahlman’s feelings 
really well. The copy “A Man Who Got Soaked In Blood” was excellent. 
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(g) Seishi Yokomizo’s “Yatsuhaka Mura” is' based upon the incident that occured in ' 
Okayama in the 13th year of Showa. Recently, Akira Tsukuba and t^ozomu Nishi- 
mura wrote about it With great interest SQ,_it became a popular incident. “Ushimitsu 
ho Mura” is the movie version of this incident. It’s amazing how many people were 
killed. They were either shot to death or stangled to death. The number killed 
totalled 29. Even though it was a small village, close to half of the population of 
this village were killed in- one night. 1 don’t think this record could be broken for a 
^ while. The reason .why the murderer killed so many people was explained as 
“Mutsumi Toi'was a persecution mania”, but we will never know the truth because 
he also killed himself. The reason this incident wa^ not well known was that the 
military restricted publicity regarding this incident. They s^id people would have 
panicked if they had heard of such things like this. Kazuichi Hanawa’s sense was 
sharp when he said “Mutsumi became a God”. ^ > 
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Toi Mutsumi 















® I don’t really want to explain this. Anyone can understand this picture at a 
glance. The only thing I can say about this picture is that'rthis picture tells much 
more than all those criticisms which were'written about “Metal Bat Incident” caused 
by Nobuya Ichiryu. I have never experienced Nobuya’s madness and sadness directly 
like this before. Even Nobuya hirhself will burst into tears when^he sees this picture 
remembering the hardship-he went through. I feel the greatness of this picture 
again. Even though this incident happened in 1980, the sho'ck I got from this picture 
revives all those feelings as if it occured yestetday. I was impressed by The phrase, 
. “This is not a thing of the other world.” An average man would simpiy say, “this is 
not the thing of this world.’’and he would want to Jlee from the problem. 
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® Homunculus is chosen from my work. “Somondani” , like the devils from my 
“Akuma no Trill”. Homunculus itself is not a monster that 1 created. It’s . a 
mechanical man that great alchemist Paracelsus had explained the possibility of this 
monster and count Kuhuste^n actually succeeded in creating it. It lived in a bottle 
and was cultivated with human blood. It’s a dwarf that has a huge head and has^ 
the power of prophecy. You (iiay think of this as an absurd story but we can’t 
laugh at it when wcf think about the production of clones these day. It’s more realistic ' 
than Frankenstein. Homunculus is written down in a /record as a dwarf that has a 
head shaped like n lizard. It’s a spooky living thing. 




i 

% 


I 

■S'S 











@ Even when I say,- “Well, I don’t know.” it’s not a mystery answer. I don’t 
understand the' psychological make-up of Mr. Maruo_. But I’m npt saying'that he is 
strange.Since he draws this unexplanable 'world so clearly. Xhe confusion went 
somewhere!. To tell you the truth, at the beginning, this was the different picture. 
The first picture he draw was really easy to un(^erstand. In his first picture, Ranpo 
was -in his library in front of his writing pad and a circus crown was jumping 
around him and a devil was looking over his shoulder. However, within the last few 
minutes, he changed to this picture. Maybe Mr. Maruo bacame one with Ranpo and 
Ranpo’s image might have come out through him. However, Mr. Maruo has really 
great artisticsensitivity to pick Ranpo himself as a topic, instead of something from 
his essays. ' , ■< 
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®) The ceremony called “Kibitsu no Kamashinji” is 

a method of fortune telling by 
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boiling water in a big pot. The good or bad luck could be told by the noise thai 
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made by the boilihg water. If it’s telling good luck. 

the water will make 

a sound 
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like a cow’s cry, and if it’s bad luck, it will not make any sound. Since there is 
no way that boiling water wilLnot make any noise it’s considered to be bad luck. 
However, to this one couple 'it happened. They shouldn’t have got married. As I 
thought so, bad luck .followed these two. The husband ran away from Okayama 
with his lover. The. wife died of an illness a^ that’s when strange things started to 
happen. The spirit of the dead wife appeared and she was trying to lead her 
husband to the world,of the deaS. The husband resisted with all his power, and the 
wife’s eyes were filled with resentment. ' ^ 
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(§) There is no need- to explain Hitler. Most likely, there is rto other human being 
who is as well-known as he. ‘All men must have dreams about becoming Hifter 
even though his beliefs and actions might' have been different.- Hitler will continue 
to live oh as a teacher of hurg^n being’s darkside. I don’t know the position that is 
taken by Suehiro Maruo’s feelings toward Hitler. However, I was overwhelmed when 
Hitler declared, “I’m as beautiful as I have killed.’’Please don’t feel like you 
understood Suehiro Maruo simply based on this one sentence. He writes phrases by 
gazing deeply mto things. He is only trying to use Hitler to express his own feelings 
toward this miserable world. The target of his anger is not the Jews but us. 
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@ Was thte incident -this new? Her image has doubled with wicied women like 
Qden T;akahashi and Dume Hanai so I thought of Sada as a Meiji woman. Come 
to think of it. In the movie “In the Realm of Senses”, there was radio as tyell as 
beef. But the incident itself seims pre-modern. Today, even if someone cut off 
man’s “genitals, no one will make a big deal about this and say “it’s the most bizzar 
incident of the century.” This is the age when murderers cut up bodies into little 
pieces and eat them saying the devil made them to do it. We should pay attention 
to Mr. Hanawa’s view point when he coldly handled themas “male” and “female”. 
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Sada Abe 












@ From Akiyuki Nosaka’s short story “Tarachine Shinju”. It’s a ssad story about 
son and his mother who died of cancer. The son loved his mother so dearly. 
When he was left behind by himself after- his mother passed away, Shun-ichi Su* 
open his mother’s stomach and ate the internal organs that had canc.er cells hoping he 
would die of cancer also. I, myself loved Nosaka’s extraordinary sadness in “Hotaru 
No Haka.” However, I was struck by Suehiro Maruo’s kindness to pick “Tarachine 
Shinju” out of all the works of Nosaka. He has unique point of view -toward cruel¬ 
ness in the material he chose, like “Sleeping Man”. “Little Red Ridinghood”' and 
“Marc Bolon”. It could be said that this is his achievement to have this picture in 
this book or paintings. If he didn’t read deeply into Akiyuki Nosaka, he wouldn’t 
- have got where he has today. He is, amazing for his young age. 
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@ If I write an explanation to these works, I loose out. All I have to say is 
“Wow, it surprised me, it made me laugh, and .it was wonderful.” There is no use 
to start classifying the limit of Gekko-Kamen’s righteousness. If I did this, even the 
author Kohan Kawauchi himself will burst into laughter. From time to time in 
Hanawa domics there are these kinds of a.bsurd laughters. Even in “Goho Doji” 
what’s supporting the base of the story is laughter. By drawing in the wrinkles on 
Gekko-Kamen’s jorehead, we can see his bitter smile. Moreover, “A Branch Family’s 
Bride” is not an ordinary character. i 
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Gekko-Kamen (Moonlight Rider) 
& A Branch Family’s Bride 












@ It’s already been seventeen years since “The Asama Mountain Villa Incident”, 
which glued us to our T.V. sets. During the climax of this incident, February 28, 
1972, T.V.stations were broadcasting the development of this incident for nine-hours 
straight. The audience rate was 98.2%. Probably this incident had the most eye¬ 
witnesses among all Japanese criminal incidents in history. A chill ran down my 
spine when fourteen corpses were found in Mybgi-Mountain due to the confession of 
those who were arrested. Hiroko Nagata, who had lynched people under the' name of 
generalization,, became a first-rank wicted woman as a result of this incident. 
Compared to her cold-heartedness,Sada Abe is nothing. Anyhow, this was a very 
dreadful incident. I still feel sick. The picture and the essay are very powerful. 
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Hiroko Nagata 
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<§) The tragedy of Byakkotai does not^lie in the fact that all of those who committed 
suicide were all under seventeen years old. The tragedy lies iii the fact that tjiey 
have mistaken the fire beneath Wakamatsu Castle as the fall of the Castle. There 
were close to twenty soldiers there and none of them doubted that they were 
mistaken, y/ere they that much exhausted mentally? No, it Jnjist have been that they 
didn’t even have one ounce of fighting' spirit left due to the battles which were 
fought in the rain storms on top of a- lack of sleep and hunger. I, myself have 
actually looked down on Tsuruga* Castle from Imori mountain, where these boys have 
committed suicide. It was-close enough to see what was going o'n so there is no way 
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Byakkotai 



















(§) Peter Kurten who was feared as the “Monster of Duiseldorf” by the Gern^n 
people, killed 12 people in five years starting from 1925. After he was arrested he 
confessed to three murders. He also bragged about more than twenty attempted 
criminal offenses. The doctor who was asked to judge Peter’s psychological state, 
called him, “King of the Degenerates.” The doctor called him this because Peter ' 
didn’t feel any guilt towards the crimes he had committed. However, by looking 
at his picture, he does’t present the brutal impression that his crimes would suggest. 

He has a gentle look on his face that resembles Anthony Perkins of “Psycho”. Also, 

, he was a hard worker and had good manners. So he was well liked by his oo-workers. 
Therefore, he is a “degenerate”. He mostly murdered people by strangulation. For ' 
this reason, this picture is not so realistic. It could be said that this'picture shows 
how he wanted to kill. This is a ghastly scene. Due to this picture, Kurten is guaranteed 
to be even more well known. • 
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@ Needless to say. Priitcess Tomi was a witch that appeared in Kyoka Izumi’s 
masterpiece “Tenshu. Monogatari”. This scene shows, the time princess Kame from 
the Kame Castle went to go visit her older sister Princess Tomi who resided in the 
donjon of Himeji Castle. Princess Kame brought a head to Princess Torhi as a gift. 
This scene even resembles the spookiness of ‘iSalome”. However, since they are 
witches, they don’t have any guilty feelings toward what they are doing. They are 
simply looking at the head as “something good to eat”. On top of that Kyoka wrote 
the dripping blood as “sauce”. His odject was not to depict grotesqueness. But ,his 
qbject is to show the boundary of the* other wolrd and this world^by using the 
head. To prove this point, the second half of this story is devoted to a love story. 
Mr. Hanawa has looked deeply into it and that’s why he can’t see any cruelty or 
insanity in princess Tomi who denced while carrying the head. 
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(§) I remember seeing, a pornographic movie which was modeled after Kiyoshi Okubo. 
The movie came out right after this incident had h^pened. -1 guess it was the 
winter of 1971. I completely forget about the story of this >movie but one part 
remained as an intense impression for me. In this scene they showed Kiyoshi 
studying French really hard in order to get girls’ attention. He played the linguaphone 
record over and over again to^ practice “bons jours” and other French words. ! got 
upset thinking why he didn’t put this effort into something else. After seeing this 
movie, niy image of Kiyoshi Okubo was fixed. He is a very simple minded person 
with his beret and rubashka. However because of his cheerfulness people couldn’t 
hate him. That’s what deceived the girls who were killed by him. I would like to 
give the girls a piece of sound advice. “Don’t just look at a man's surface, learn to 
look into him.” 
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Kiyoshi Okubo 
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@ I am going to write this doyn to avoid the misunderstanding that might be 
caused by looking at this picture. There is no scene like this in JMonzaemon Chika- 
matsu’s script. “Onna Gor'oshi Abura Jigoku,” the original story ends when Yohe 
was arrested. Yohe was a very selfish man. For his own convenience, he killed the 
oil shop’s Okichi who was a third person. It can be predicted that he will be given 
the death sentence after his arrest but I guess Mr. Hanawa couldn’t assent to it. 
Mr. Hanawa had enlarged the story when he found'in the original scrip that Okichi 
had three-children. Yohe was a weak and irresponsible person like Mr. Hanawa 
said. We can try to test Yohe by finding a modern frame to his mind, and this is 
no joke. What is going to happen to those children who were left behind. The 
children are screaming. “He is only a bad criminal.” 
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(g) Even if I say thi& pieture is probably the image of the Neural Institute in Kyu¬ 
shu whitjh appeared in Kyusaku Yumeno’s mystery “Dogura Magura” it still won’t 
' explain anything. Even the sentences that are listed above are meaningless and fear¬ 
ful. This is in the same world asf “Rerere Ojisan” who appears in the comic “Tensai 
Bakabon”. Mr.Maruo refused to decode this incident. Ther^ was no reason for the 
blood shed. That’s why the blood strongly claims an existence. In this picture, the 
only thing that was not insane was the blood. When we think about Kyusaku’s 
essay it was like that. Mr. Maruo righteously understood him and he recreated Kyu¬ 
saku’s image faithfully.. When we look at it that way, we can consent to it. Or can 
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(§) One of the themes that I’d like to write aboui is “A Theoty of Kappa as an 
Alien”. I have a tendency to make everything into an alien but tjjis view has some 
ground. Unlike the dragons and Nue, the Kappa was thought of as a real existing 
animal by the Japanese until recentry. I guess this means there were many witnesses. 
Since they didn’t have any concept about aliens, they told the story differently. 
Moreover , when we'study the place distributions of Kappa’s' appearances, we find 
that these are located at the same places where* the have found mad dolls that looks 
: just like aliens. When we think about this, we could think of Kappa as an alien. 
Does this mean Mr. Ilanawa has fhoj same point of view with me toward Kappa? 
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@ The Asakusa Junikai that was drawn oh the backgrpund doesn’t impress the 
viewer. On September 16 of 12th year of Taisho,' an anarchist Sakae Osugi, his 
wife Ito Noe, and their nephew Munekazu were assassinated by military police 
c'aptaifi, Masahiko Amakasu and others. That means this crime was committed during 
the confusion which was caused by the big earthquake that hit the Kanto area. Three 
bodies were thrown down into a well which was located inside the military police 
site in Kojimachi. Noe had been married twice before she got married to Osu|d'. 
During this pferiod in Japanese history, she was considered to be a new type of woman 
because for that. It could also be said that for that reason there were lots of, people 
who had ill_feelings toward her. Even Osugi’s friend thought of her as “a woman 
that made Osugi useless.” and they hated her; These facts are besides the point. 
The problem lies in this title. Why is it “Masahiko Amakasu” and not “Osugi” or 
“Noe”? I don’t -think the reason is as simple we would like because he is the one 
who committed the-crime. It might be dangerous but there’s something about his 
. coldness that draws people to him. died when she was 28 years old.^ ' 
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(g) Issun Boshi is mysterious. In Grimm’s fairy tale I think there was a story called 
“Oyayubi Tom”. Both Issun Boshi and Tom are smart and also they both eliminate 
■ devils. When we look at it from the folktale point of view, /I think Issun Boshi 
could be considered to be in the, same classification with Momotaro, who was small 
but strong, and Kaguya-Hime, wbo was -born out of bamboo. Therefore they are 
aliens. If 1 write this, people might think I’m crazy but nott^adays, Kaguya-Hime is 
recognized as an alien. I guess it’s not far from imagination to think of Issun Boshi as 
an alien, then I can understand Kazuichi Hanawa’s work. He captured the spookiness 
of Issun B5shi that lives behind the story. Hanawa has an ability to read into 
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(§) This picture could only be understood by those who Saw, the movie. “Dr. Caligari”, 
which opened in Germany in 1920, brought shock to the world. The murderer 
Cesare slept in a box inside the freak show house and at night, he walked around 
looking for his victims. Cesare was hypnotized by the madman Caligari. Cesare is 
the main character in this picture. It said at the opening, “when I thought I was 
up, I was actually sleeping.” This is a recollection of the pain of being a sleeping 
man. He had Caligari’s consciousness. Even the night scene belonged to Caligari, 
too. I don’t think he even had the devilistic fascination at the moment he stabbed 
someone. Suehiro Maruo’s brush has rightly captured 'the anxiety.To use nylon 
with seams is spiteful in further consideration. 
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(§) Kazuhiko Komatsu and Hiroshi Aramata pointed out that the devils’ life must 
have been merry^ (from “Ydkaisoshi”). During the time when people were going 
through much hardship, the devils drank everyday, had women by their side, and 
a fortune hidden away. On top of all that, they lived in a place where it was far 
from the logical world that tied humans down. The reason we refuse to believe in the 
existence of devils is that we have the envy towards them. Therefore, administrators 
must exterminate devils. The corruption is a sweet seduction. An artist, Kazuichi 
Hanawa captured that point. When he said “starting today. I’m’ going to be -with 
Shutendbji. The moon above the mountain where my vassals are dying”. What a 
deep song with sarcasm and serious implications. I’m also like Yorimitsu. 
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(§) I don’t know who Marc .Bolon is. The era of glam rock was during the ancient 
days. Even the electric guitar became a'thing of the past..“Get It On?” I thinlt 
I’ve heard of it before. Cosmetic is my monopoly patent. Rock’n’Roll is now only 
a fad. These days, fantasy is passion, ^hen someone perspires, it proves that he is 
from the country side. a 

@ What was the group called? Really? T.Rex? Were they called Tyrannosaurus 
Rex before? 


# Now I remember, .thfere was a peppy guy in the group. So that was him. He 
died 10 years ago? I envy him that he died in a car accident. It would be embarrass¬ 
ing if he had died of AIDS. 
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